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16. Rotate the INPUT Control until the character “A” 
is flashing, then rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) 
Control to change the character “A” to “E”. Refer 
to figure 10.

17. Rotate the INPUT Control until the character “L” 
is flashing, then rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) 
Control to change the character “L” to “D”. Refer 
to figure 11.

18. Rotate the INPUT Control until the “_” empty 
space to the right of character D is flashing, then 
rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to change 
the “_” empty space to character to “I”. Refer to 
figure 12.

19. Repeat steps 15 thru 18 until the new name of “ 
RENAME: BAL 1, MEDIA BRDG” is indicated 
on the Front Panel Display. Refer to figures 13  
thru 19.

SETUP:  UNBAL 4,  Off”. Refer to figure 5.

5. Exit the SETUP Mode by several presses of the 
INPUT Control.

In the following example, the UNBAL 4 Input will be 
switched On.

Notes: 1. When an INPUT is swiched ON, its name will 
appear on the Front Panel Information Display 
when using the INPUT Control (Front Panel or 
Remote Control).

6. Press and hold in the INPUT Control to enter the 
SETUP MODE. Refer to figure 2, on page 13.

7. Rotate the INPUT Control until “SETUP: Inputs, 
(Hold INPUT) appears on the Information Display. 
Refer to figure 3, on page 13.

8. Press and hold in the INPUT Control until “SET-
UP:  _______, Off” appears on the Display. If 
necessary rotate the INPUT Control to select the 
UNBAL 4 Input. Refer to figure 5.

9. To switch the UNBAL 4 Input On, rotate the VOL-
UME Control until the display indicates SETUP:  
UNBAL 4,  On / Rename”. Refer to figure 4 on 
page 13.

10. Exit the SETUP Mode by several presses of the 
INPUT Control.

RENAME INPUT:
In the following example, the BALANCED 1 (BAL 
1) Input will be renamed to match up with the compo-
nent connected (refer to page 9, step 15).
The C52 Default Input Names (UNBAL 1, BAL 1, 
COAX 1, etc.) as indicated on the Front Panel Dis-
play can be customized to a different name up to ten 
characters long (TUNER, CD PLAYER, etc.). The 

available characters for renaming the input include the 
following:  ! < > * , / - _ 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 A B C D E 
F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z .
In the following example, the BAL 1 Input will be 
renamed to “MEDIA BRDG”.
11. Press and hold in the INPUT Control to enter the 

SETUP MODE. Refer to figure 2, on page 13.
12. Rotate the INPUT Control until “SETUP: Inputs, 

(Hold INPUT)” appears on the Information Dis-
play. Refer to figure 6.

13. Press and hold in the INPUT Control until “SET-
UP:  BAL 1, On / Rename” appears on the Display. 
If necessary rotate the INPUT Control to select the 
BAL 1 Input. Refer to figure 7.

14. Press and hold in the INPUT Control until “RE-
NAME:  BAL 1, >BAL 1   < ” appears on the 
Display. The character “B” is flashing to indicate 
it is ready to be changed. Refer to figure 8.

15. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to change 
the character “B” to “M”. Refer to figure 9.

Input Settings, con’t

Figure 5

 SETUP:  UNBAL 4
      Off

Figure 7

 SETUP: BAL 1
   On / Rename

Figure 9

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >MAL 1   <

Figure 14

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >MEDIA   <

Figure 11

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >MED 1   <

Figure 10

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >MEL 1   <

Figure 13

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >MEDI    <

Figure 6

 SETUP: Inputs
    (Hold INPUT)

Figure 8

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >BAL 1   <

Figure 12

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >MED     <
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The C52 Default Setting for using Headphones is to 
automatically mute all the Output Connectors when 
the Headphone Cable Plug is inserted into the C52 
Front Panel HEADPHONES Jack. There are three 
available settings:
	 Mute All Outputs
	 Mute Main Output
	 Mute No Outputs
6. Rotate the INPUT Control until “SETUP: HEAD-

PHONES,  Mute All Outputs ” appears on the 
Information Display. Refer to figure 26.

7. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to change 
the current HEADPHONES setting from “Mute 
All Outputs” to either “Mute Main Output” or 
“Mute No Outputs”. Refer to figures 27 and 28.

8. Exit the SETUP Mode by several presses of the 
INPUT Control.

The Output Settings provide the ability to change how 
the C52 Output 1, Output 2 and Headphones function.
OUTPUT 1 and 2:
By defaut OUTPUT 1 and 2 are set to go On/Off by 
using the Front Panel OUTPUT 1 and 2 push-buttons 
or by using the OUTPUT 1 and 2 push-buttons on the 
Remote Control. If it is desirable to have OUTPUT 1 
and/or 2 always On regardless of the OUTPUT 1 and 
2 Push-button settings, perform the following:
1. Press and hold in the INPUT Control to enter the 

SETUP MODE. Refer to figure 2 on page 13.
2. Rotate the INPUT Control until “SETUP: Out-

puts, (Hold INPUT)” appears on the Information 
Display. Refer to figure 21.

3. Press and hold in the INPUT Control until 
“SETUP:  OUTPUT 1, Switched” appears on the 
Display. Refer to figure 22.

4. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to change 
from the “Switched” setting to “Unswitched”. 
Refer to figure 23.

5. In a similar manner, perform steps 3 and 4 to 
change the OUTPUT 2 setting. Refer to figures 24 
and 25.

20. To save the new name, press and hold in the IN-
PUT Control until “SETUP: MEDIA BRDG ,  ON 
/ Rename” appears on the Front Panel Information 
Display. Refer to figure 20.

21. Exit the SETUP Mode by several presses of the 
INPUT Control.

Note: For convenience, an “Input Assignment Chart” 
on a separate sheet “Mc5A/5B” has been pro-
vided to keep track of changes.

Setup, con’t

Figure 15

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >MEDIA     <

Figure 16

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >MEDIA B    <

Figure 17

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >MEDIA BR    <

Figure 18

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >MEDIA BRD   <

Figure 19

 RENAME: BAL 1
    >MEDIA BRDG  <

Figure 20

 SETUP: MEDIA BRDG
   On / Rename

Output Settings

Figure 21

 SETUP: Outputs
    (Hold INPUT)

Figure 23

 SETUP: OUTPUT 1
     Unswitched

Figure 22

 SETUP: OUTPUT 1
      Switched

Figure 25

 SETUP: OUTPUT 2
     Unswitched

Figure 24

 SETUP: OUTPUT 2
      Switched

 SETUP: HEADPHONES
  Mute No Outputs

Figure 28

Figure 26

 SETUP: HEADPHONES
  Mute All Outputs

Figure 27

 SETUP: HEADPHONES
  Mute Main Output
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The second example will use selection of Trigger 3 to 
activate when the BAL 1 Input is selected:

6. Rotate the INPUT Control to select “SETUP:  
TRIGGER 3, Main” appears on the Display.

7. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to select 
“SETUP:  TRIGGER 3, Input” appears on the 
Display. Refer to figure 33.

8. Press and hold in the INPUT Control until “SET-
UP:  TRIGGER 3, Bal 1:  OFF” appears on the 
Display. Refer to figure 34.

9. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to select 
“Bal 1:  ON”. Refer to figure 35.

10. Exit the SETUP Mode by several presses of the 
INPUT Control.

Power Control Triggers 1 and 2
By default the Power Control TRIGger 1 and TRIGger 
2 are assigned to activate when Output 1 or Output 2 
is selected. TRIGger 3 and TRIGger 4 are assigned to 
function the same as the MAIN Power Control Jack, 
switching On/Off with the C52. All four Triggers can 
also be reassigned to a given Input or Inputs.

In the first example, the Power Control Triggers 1 
and 2 will be assigned to MAIN:
1. Press and hold in the INPUT Control to enter the 

SETUP MODE. Refer to figure 2 on page 13.
2. Rotate the INPUT Control until “SETUP: Trig-

gers, (Hold INPUT)” appears on the Information 
Display. Refer to figure 29.

3. Press and hold in the INPUT Control until 
“SETUP:  TRIGGER 1, Output 1” appears on the 
Display. Refer to figure 30.

4. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to select 
Main from the available additional selections in-
cluding Output 2 or Input. Refer to figure 31.

5. In a similar manner, perform steps 3 and 4 to 
change the Trigger 2 setting from OUTPUT 2 to 
Main. Refer to figure 32 and figure 31.

Figure 29

SETUP: Triggers
   (Hold INPUT)

Figure 31

SETUP:  TRIGGER 1
       Main

Figure 30

SETUP:  TRIGGER 1
     Output 1

Figure 32

SETUP:  TRIGGER 2
     Output 2

Figure 33

SETUP:  TRIGGER 3
      Input

Figure 34

SETUP:  TRIGGER 3
     Bal 1: OFF

Figure 35

SETUP:  TRIGGER 3
     Bal 1:  ON

Data Ports
Data Ports Connections between the C52 and a 
McIntosh Source Component allows for basic func-
tion control of the source component using the C52 
supplied HR085 Remote Control. By default, all of 
the six Data Ports are set to send the same Data to the 
selected source. To dedicate a given Data Port for only 
one source component (example, source component 
connected to the BAL 1 Input will be assigned to Data 
Port 1) perform the following Steps:
1. Press and hold in the INPUT Control to enter the 

SETUP MODE. Refer to figure 2 on page 13.
2. Rotate the INPUT Control until “SETUP: Data 

Ports, (Hold INPUT)” appears on the Information 
Display. Refer to figure 36.

3. Press and hold in the INPUT Control until “SET-
UP:  DATA PORT 1, All Data” appears on the 
Display. Refer to figure 37.

4. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to select 
“BAL 1” Input. Refer to figure 38.

5. In a similar manner, perform steps 3 and 4 to as-
sign any additional Data ports.

6. Exit the SETUP Mode by several presses of the 
INPUT Control.

Figure 36

SETUP: Data Ports
   (Hold INPUT)

Figure 37

SETUP: DATA PORT 1
     All Data

Figure 38

SETUP: DATA PORT 1
      BAL 1
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When the C52 is part of a Home Theater or Mul-
tichannel Audio System the Right and Left Front 
Channels from an Audio/Video Processor or Surround 
Decoder can “Passthru” the C52 and onto its associ-
ated Power Amplifier(s). The Setup Mode allows 
selection of the specified C52 Input to be used for the 
Right and Left Front Channels. In the example below, 
the Right and Left Front Channels from the Audio/
Video Processsor will be connected to the BALanced 
3 Input Connectors on the C52. Refer to pages 8 and 9 
for additional connection information.

Note: The Phono and Digital Inputs are not assign-
able as a Passthru Input.

1. Press and hold in the INPUT Control to enter the 
SETUP MODE. Refer to figure 2 on page 13.

2. Rotate the INPUT Control until “SETUP: Passth-
ru,  Off” appears on the Information Display. 
Refer to figure 39.

3. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to select 
“BAL 3” Input. Refer to figure 40.

4. Exit the SETUP Mode by several presses of the 
INPUT Control.

The C52 may be remotely controlled from other equip-
ment connected to the Rear Panel RS232 Jack. The 
speed at which the C52 communicates (8 bit, no parity 
and 1 stop bit) with other equipment is adjustable 
from 9,600 bits per second to 115,200 bits per second. 
To change from the default speed of 115,200 bits per 
second, perform the following steps:

1. Press and hold in the INPUT Control to enter the 
SETUP MODE. Refer to figure 2 on page 13.

2. Rotate the INPUT Control until “SETUP: RS232,  
115200 Baud” appears on the Information Dis-
play. Refer to figure 41.

3. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to select 
the desired Baud Rate Speed.

4. Exit the SETUP Mode by several presses of the 
INPUT Control.

Setup, con’t

Comm Port Baud Rate

  SETUP: Passthru
        BAL 3

Figure 40

  SETUP: Passthru
        Off

Figure 39

Passthru

Figure 41

 SETUP: RS232
    115200 Baud

Remote Control Codes
The Remote Control included with the C52 utilizes the 
NORMAL McIntosh Control Codes. The Second Set 
of Control Codes the C52 will respond to is referred 
to as the ALTERNATE Codes. The Alternate Codes 
are used when the C52 is used in the same location as 
another McIntosh Preamplifier and/or A/V Processor. 
This will prevent the Remote Control from affect-
ing the operation of both units at the same time. To 
activate the Remote Control ALTERNATE Codes 
perform the following steps:

1. Press and hold in the INPUT Control to enter the 
SETUP MODE. Refer to figure 2 on page 13.

2. Rotate the INPUT Control until “SETUP: IR 
Codes,  Normal” appears on the Information 
Display. Refer to figure 42.

3. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to the 
Alternate Codes. Refer to figure 43.

4. It is now necessary to change the HR085 Remote 
Control over to the Alternate Codes. Information 
on the HR085 Remote Control is available for 
download from the McIntosh Web Site:

http://www.mcintoshlabs.com/us/Products/pages/
ProductDetails.aspx?CatId=preamplifiers&Produ
ctId=C52

5. Exit the SETUP Mode by several presses of the 
INPUT Control.

Figure 42

  SETUP: IR Codes
        Normal

Figure 43

  SETUP: IR Codes
      Alternate
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Power Mode
The C52 incorporates an Auto Off Feature, which 
automatically places the preamplifier into the Power 
Saving Standby/Off Mode. This occurs approximately 
30 minutes after there has been an absence of user ac-
tivity (includes changes to any of the Operation Func-
tions such as source selection, volume adjustment, etc) 
or absence of an audio signal. If it is desirable to dis-
able the Auto Off Feature perform the following steps:

1. Press and hold in the INPUT Control to enter the 
SETUP MODE. Refer to figure 2 on page 13.

2. Rotate the INPUT Control until “SETUP: Auto 
Off,  Enabled” appears on the Information Display. 
Refer to figure 46. 

3. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to select 
Disabled. Refer to figure 47.

4. Press the EQ BYPASS/SETUP Push-button to exit 
the Setup Mode.

Figure 46

  SETUP: Auto Off
       Enabled

Figure 47

  SETUP: Auto Off
       Disabled

IR Sensor
The C52 Front Panel Sensor, which receives the sig-
nals from the HR085 Remote Control, can be switched 
off to prevent interference when an external IR Sensor 
is connected. To de-activate the Front Panel IR Sensor 
perform the following steps:

1. Press and hold in the INPUT Control to enter the 
SETUP MODE. Refer to figure 2 on page 13.

2. Rotate the INPUT Control until “SETUP: Front 
IR,  Enabled” appears on the Information Dis-
play. Refer to figure 44.

3. Rotate the VOLUME (ADJUST) Control to select 
Disabled. Refer to figure 45.

5. Exit the SETUP Mode by several presses of the 
INPUT Control.

Figure 44

  SETUP: Front IR
       Enabled

Figure 45

  SETUP: Front IR
       Disabled

Factory Reset
If it becomes desirable to reset all the adjustable set-
tings (Setup and Trim Settings) to the factory default 
values, perform the following steps:
1. Press and hold in the INPUT Control to enter the 

SETUP MODE. Refer to figure 2 on page 13.
2. Rotate the INPUT Control until “FACTORY RE-

SET,   (Hold INPUT)” appears on the Information 
Display. Refer to figure 48.

3. Press and hold in the INPUT Control until “FAC-
TORY RESET, In Progress!” appears on the Infor-
mation Display, then release the INPUT Control. 
Refer to figures 49 and 50.

4. Press the Front Panel STAND/BY Push-button to 
switch the C52 on.

Figure 50

   FACTORY RESET
    Completed!

Figure 48

   FACTORY RESET
    (Hold INPUT)
 

Figure 49

   FACTORY RESET
    In Progress!
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Notes
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Source Selection
Rotate the INPUT Control to select the desired source 
or press the INPUT Upp or Downq Push-button on 

the Remote Control. Refer to figures 60, 62 and 63.

Volume Control
Rotate the Front Panel VOLUME Control or use the 
VOLUME Upp or Downq Push-buttons on the Re-
mote Control for the desired listening level. Refer to 
figures 60 and 63.

Trim Functions
The C52 has seven different Trim Selections with Ad-
justments. The Trim Selections include Balance, Input 
Trim Level, Mono/Stereo Mode, Equalizer Mode, 

Power On and Off
The Red LED above the STANDBY/ON Push-button 
lights to indicate the C52 is in Standby mode. To 
switch ON the C52, press the STANDBY/ON Push-
button on the Front Panel or the      (Power On) 
Push-button on the Remote Control. The C52 will go 
through a brief startup initialization with the Front 
Panel Information Display indicating the last used 
source and volume setting, this is followed by the 
volume setting indication starting at zero and then 
increasing to the last used volume setting. Refer to 
figures 60, 61, 62 and 63. To switch OFF the C52 press 
the STANDBY/ON Push-button on the Front Panel or 
the OFF Push-button on the Remote Control.

Note: For an explanation of the Remote Control 
Push-button functions, refer to pages 10 and 11.

Meter Lights, Display Brightness, 
Phono Cartridge (MC & MM) 
Loading (when the Input is Se-
lected) and when Headphones are 
connected HXD Mode. The Trim 
Settings are stored in memory 
independently for each Input 
Source Selected, except the Meter 
Illumination and Display Bright-
ness settings of On or Off, which 
are the same for all inputs.

Note: Selection and Adjustment of 
all Trim Functions may be 
performed by pressing the 
Front Panel INPUT Trim 
Control and then rotating 
it to select the desired Trim 
Function. Then use the 
VOLUME Adjust Control to 
change the setting. Remote 
Control TRIM Push-Button 
together with the LEVEL 
UP / Down Push-button 
may also be used. Refer to 
figures 60 and 63.

BALANCE
Listening balance varies with 
different program sources, room 
acoustics and listening positions 
relative to the Loudspeakers. Use 
the Balance (Trim Function) as 
needed to achieve approximately 
equal listening volume levels in 
each Loudspeaker. To adjust the 
Balance perform the following:
1. Press the TRIM Push-button repeatedly on the 

How to Operate the C52

Figure 60

Figure 61

  INPUT: BAL 1
        15%

Figure 62

INPUT: MC PHONO
      30%

Figure 63
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1. Select “INPUT TRIM” as indicated on the Front 
Panel Information Display. Refer to figures 60, 63 
and 67.

2. Adjust the Trim Level of each Input to match the 
average volume level of the Input most frequently 
listened to. The range of adjustment is ± 6.0dB in 
half dB steps. Refer to figures 68 and 69.

After approximately 6 seconds the Information 
Display returns to indicate the Source Selection and 
Volume Level.

MONO/STEREO MODE
By default the Stereo Mode is active for all Input 
Sources however, any Input Source may be assigned 
to Mono Mode. To change Stereo Mode to Mono for a 
given Input Source, perform the following steps:

Note: The audio signal present at the FIXED OUT 
Jacks is affected by the Stereo/Mono setting.

1. Select the desired Input Source.
2. Select “MONO / STEREO,            ______” as 

indicated on the Front Panel Information Display. 
Refer to figure 70.

3. To select MONO Mode adjust the TRIM LEVEL. 
Refer to figure 71.

After approximately 6 seconds the Information 
Display returns to indicate the Source Selection and 
Volume Level.

EQUALIZER MODE
The built-in eight band Frequency Equalizer provides 
more precise adjustment of sound than Bass and 
Treble Controls. By default the Equalizer is active for 
all Input Sources however, any Input Source may be 
assigned to bypass the Equalizer. To bypass the Equal-
izer for a given Input Source, perform the following 
steps:

Note: The audio signal present at the FIXED OUT 
Jacks is unaffected by the Equalizer settings.

1. Select the desired Input Source.
2. Select “EQUALIZER,   On” as indicated on the 

Front Panel Information Display. Refer to figure 
72.

3. To select “EQUALIZER,   Off” adjust the TRIM 
LEVEL. Refer to figure 73.

Remote Control until “L   BALANCE  R” appears 
on the Front Panel Information Display. Refer to 
figure 64.

Note: The Front Panel INPUT Trim and VOLUME 
Adjust Controls may also be used.

2. Press the LEVEL UP / DOWN Push-buttons on 
the Remote Control to emphasize the Right Chan-
nel (refer to figure 65) or the Left Channel (refer to 
figure 66).

The Front Panel Display indicates the Balance changes 
are from 0 to 50dB. After approximately 4 seconds 
the Information Display returns to indicate the Source 
Selection and Volume Level. To verify the Balance 
setting without changing it, use the TRIM Push-button 
and select Balance.

TRIM LEVEL
Source Components can have slightly different volume 
levels resulting in the need to readjust the C52 Volume 
Control when switching between different sources. 
The C52 allows the adjustment of levels for each of the 
Source Inputs for the same relative volume. To adjust 
the Trim Level for the currently selected Input Source 
perform the following steps:

Figure 64

  L   BALANCE    R
|| 

How to Operate the C52

Figure 65
¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ 

 L   BALANCE   R

Figure 67

   INPUT TRIM
     0.0 dB

Figure 68

INPUT TRIM
 -2.5 dB

Figure 66
¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ 
 L   BALANCE   R

Figure 69

INPUT TRIM
 +4.0 dB

Figure 70

   MONO / STEREO
          ______

 

Figure 71

   MONO / STEREO
   ____

 

Figure 72

   EQUALIZER
       On

 

Figure 73

   EQUALIZER
      Off
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2. Reduce the Brightness level by adjusting the 
TRIM LEVEL. Refer to figure 77.

After approximately 6 seconds the Information 
Display returns to indicate the Source Selection and 
Volume Level.

PHONO ADJUSTMENTS
When the Phono MC or Phono MM Input is selected 
an additional TRIM SELECT FUNCTION becomes 
available for adjustment. Perform the following steps 
to make the Phono Trim Adjustments:

1. Select either the Phono MM or Phono MC Source 
Input.

2. Select “MC PHONO LOAD,  400Ω (ohms)” or 
“MM PHONO LOAD,  50pF” as indicated on the 
Front Panel Information Display. Refer to figures 
78 and 79.

3. Set the desired phono cartridge loading value 
(Ohms for a Moving Coil Cartridge or Capaci-
tance for a Moving Magnet Cartridge) that comes 
closest to the Phono Cartridge Makers recom-
mended value.

After approximately 6 seconds the Information 
Display returns to indicate the Source Selection and 
Volume Level.

METER ILLUMINATION
The C52 Front Panel Meter Illumination may be 
switched On or Off by performing the following:

1. Select “METER LIGHTS,  On” as indicated on the 
Front Panel Information Display. Refer to figures 
60, 63 (on page 20) and 74.

2. Switch Off the Meter Illumination. Refer to      
figure 75.

After approximately 6 seconds the Information 
Display returns to indicate the Source Selection and 
Volume Level.

Notes: 1. Meter Illumination of recent McIntosh Power 
Amplifiers will also switch On/Off when con-
nected to the C52 via a power control cable.

2. Some A/V Processors will provide an On/Off 
Control Signal when the C52 Passthru Input 
Jack is connected to the A/V Processor via 
the power control cable.

INFORMATION DISPLAY ILLUMINATION
The Brightness Level of C52 Front Panel Information 
Display can be adjusted from bright to dim by per-
forming the following:

1. Select “DISPLAY BRIGHTNESS” as indicated 
on the Front Panel Information Display. Refer to 
figures 60, 63 (on page 20) and 76.

Figure 60

How to Operate the C52, con’t

Figure 74

   METER LIGHTS
       On

Figure 75

   METER LIGHTS
       Off

Figure 77

   DISPLAY
  BRIGHTNESS

 

Figure 76

   DISPLAY
  BRIGHTNESS

 

Figure 78

  MC PHONO LOAD
      400O 

 

Figure 79

  MM PHONO LOAD
       50pF 
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After approximately 6 seconds the Alphanumeric 
Display returns to indicate the Source Selection and 
Volume Level.

Mute
Press the MUTE Push-button, on the C52 Front Panel 
or on the Remote Control, to Mute the Audio in all 
outputs (Main, Output 1, Output 2 and Headphones) 
except the FIXED OUTPUT. The Front Panel Infor-
mation Display will indicate the Source Name and 
the word MUTE in place of the actual volume setting. 
Refer to figure 80.

Pressing the Mute Push-button a second time or 
adjusting the volume control (either the Front Panel or 
Remote Control) will unmute the C52.

Equalizer
Press the Front Panel EQUALIZER Push-button to 
activate the C52 Equalizer Circuitry for the currently 
selected Input Source. The LED above the EQUAL-
IZER Push-button will illuminate. To bypass the 
Equalizer for the currently selected Input Source press 
the EQUALIZER Push-button. The LED above the 
EQUALIZER Push-button will extinguished.
Refer to figure 60. The C52 remembers for each se-
lected Input whether the Equalizer Circuitry is active 
or bypassed.

Note. The audio signal present at the FIXED OUT 
Jacks is unaffected by the Equalizer Circuitry.

Equalizer Controls
The C52 Equalizer has eight Frequency Controls 
which will raise or lower by 12dB, the amplitude of 

the band of frequencies centered at the frequency 
marked above the controls. The center frequencies 
of these controls are at 25Hz, 50Hz, 100Hz, 200Hz, 
400Hz, 1,000Hz, 2,500Hz and 10,000Hz. Both Left 
and Right Channels are affected. At the center detent 
or flat position of the controls, the tone circuit compo-
nents are removed from the signal path.

Referring to figure 85 on page 24, the illustration 
shows the fundamental frequency range of acousti-
cal musical instruments and the human voice. It also 
shows the range of adjustment of frequencies for each 
of the Equalizer Controls of the C52 at the +6dB and 
-6dB points.

Output 1 and 2
Press the Front Panel OUTPUT 1 or OUTPUT 2 
Push-button or use the Remote Control and press the 
SETUP/BLUE Push-button followed by the OUTPUT 
1 or OUTPUT 2 Push-button, to send audio to sepa-
rate Power Amplifiers connected to the rear panel 
OUTPUT 1 or 2 Jacks. It also activates the POWER 
CONTROL TRIGger 1 or 2 Jacks on the rear panel of 
the C52. To stop the Audio and Power Control Signals 
from going to the separate Power Amplifiers, press the 
same Push-button(s) a second time.

Trim
Momentarily press the Front Panel INPUT Control to 
activate the C52 Trim Functions. Rotate the INPUT 
Control to select the desired Trim Function and then 
use the VOLUME (adjust) Control to change the Trim 
setting. Refer to figure 60. The Remote Control TRIM 
and LEVEL UP / DOWN Push-buttons may also be 
used. Approximately 6 seconds after Trim Function 
Selection and/or adjustments have stopped, the C52 
will switch the Trim Mode Off.

Output Meters
The C52 Output Meters indicate the Output Level in 
Decibels (dB) available at the MAIN and OUTPUT 1, 
2 and 3 Connectors/Jacks to drive Power Amplifiers. 
Refer to figure 81. The Meters are calibrated in dB 
(decibels) and respond to all the peaks contained in the 
musical information. A meter reading of 0dB indicates 
the C52 is delivering its rated output.

Passthru
The C52 will automatically turn On and switch to the 
previously setup Passthru Input when the McIntosh 
A/V Processor or Multichannel Surround Decoder is 
turned-on. The Audio Preamplifier Front Panel Alpha-
numeric Display will indicate “PASSTHRU”. Refer to 
figure 82.

The C52 OUTPUT 1 and 2 along with the EQUAL-
IZER Front Panel Push-buttons are active when in the 
Passthru Mode. The other Front Panel Controls and 
Push-buttons are deactivated as long as the Passthru 
Mode is active.

How to Operate the C52, con’t

Figure 80

  INPUT: BAL 1
       MUTE

Figure 81

Figure 82

      PASSTHRU
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Headphones Jack
Connect a pair of dynamic headphones to the Head-
phones Jack with a 1/4” (0.635cm) stereo phone type 
plug for private listening. The default setting is for all 
of the Power Amplifier Output Connections (Main, 1, 
2, and 3) to automatically mute.

When headphones are connected to the C52 Front 
Panel Jack, an additional TRIM function becomes 
available. McIntosh’s HXD brings the acoustical 
depth and spatiality of music normally heard with 
loudspeakers, to your headphones. Momentarily press 
the INPUT Control, then rotate it to select “HEAD-
PHONE HXD,  Off”. To activate the HXD Mode 
rotate the VOLUME Adjust Control until the Front 
Panel Display indicates “HEADPHONE HXD,  On”. 
Refer to figures 83 and 84

Note: The Headphone Output is optimized for imped-
ances ranging from 100 to 600 ohms.

How To Make a Recording
1. Select the desired signal source you wish to record 

by using the Front Panel INPUT Control or us-
ing the INPUT UP / DOWN Push-button on the 
Remote Control.

2. Adjust the record level using the recorder level con-
trol and proceed with the recording process.

3. Listen to the playback of the program source just 
recorded by selecting the Input Source connected to 
the recorder component output.

How to Operate the C52, con’t
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available for download from the McIntosh Web Site:
http://www.mcintoshlabs.com/us/Support/Pages/

Manuals.aspx
Under “PRODUCT CATEGORY” select “Pre-

amplifiers” then under “MODEL NUMBER” select 
“C52”. Click on “SEARCH” then select “McIntosh-
HD USB Audio Windows Drive D v1.0 and download 
the PC Windows Driver. Follow the instructions below 
to install the McIntosh C52 Driver:

Purpose:	 To Install the McIntosh
	 USB Audio Windows Driver for use with
	 McIntosh Products with an USB-Digital
	 Audio Input.
Requirements:	1. A PC Computer with a functioning
			       USB Port.
		  2. Windows 7 (SP1 or greater), 
		      Windows 8 (8.1) or Windows 10
		       Operating System.
		  3. An USB Cable with Type A to
		  Type B Connectors.

Installing the Software
It is important to first install the downloaded software 
on your computer before connecting the McIntosh 
Product to the computer. The USB Driver is included 
in the downloaded software package.

Note: Before installing this software, please check to see 
if the McIntosh Product(s) with the USB-Digital 
Audio Input has the latest firmware version, if not 
update the firmware first.

1. Unzip the downloaded McIntosh Windows USB 
Driver Software Package.

2. Run “McIntoshHDSwPkg_20150814_v1p9p110p2.
zip”. Refer to figures 90 thru 97.

Optical and Digital Inputs
When a Digital Input (Optical or Coxial Connection) 
on the C52 is selected, the Front Panel Information 
Display indicates the sampling frequency when a 
signal is present. Refer to figure 86. During the time 
there is no Digital Signal present the display will indi-
cate “SILENT”. Refer to figure 87.

USB Input Operation and Driver Installation
The C52 USB Input provides the capability to play-
back music from a computer, when the computer is 
connected to the rear panel USB connector.

Note: The USB Input is for direct connection to a com-
puter only. To playback music from an USB Drive, 
connect the USB Drive to another USB Port on 
the computer and select the USB Drive with the 
Media Playback Program.

The C52 USB Input is compatible with PC Com-
puters using Microsoft®, Windows 7 (SP1), Windows 
8.1 and Windows 10. It is also compatible with Ap-
ple® Macintosh® Computers using OS-10.6.8 or later.

When using a PC Computer with Windows, a spe-
cial McIntosh USB Audio Software Driver needs to be 
installed on the PC Computer. The driver needs to be 
installed before connecting the C52 USB Input to the 
USB Port on the computer.

Note: If an Apple Macintosh computer is used with the 
C52, no additional driver is required.

The McIntosh USB Audio Windows Driver is 

How to Operate the C52, con’t

Figure 86
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3. When the Windows Security window appears 
check the Always trust software from “Savitech 
Corp.” box and then the Install button. When the 
software has been installed, it is necessary to re-
boot the computer. Refer to figure 96.

After rebooting, a McIntosh-HD icon will 
appear on the desktop. Refer to figure 98. 

USB Connection
Connect the USB Cable with Type A to Type B con-
nectors between the PC Computer and the McIntosh 
Product with the USB-Digital Audio Input. An Icon 
will appear On-Screen 
indicating Windows has 
found new hardware. 
Refer to figure 99.
Upon completion of in-
stalling the driver, figure 
100 will appear.

Windows Sound Settings
For proper operation of the McIntosh Product via the 
Computer USB Connection, it is required to make 
changes to Windows Sound Settings:

1. From the Windows 
START button, click on 
“CONTROL PANEL” 
followed by selecting 
“SOUND”. Refer to 
figure 101.

2. Referring to figure 102, 
first select “McIntosh-
HD HS USB Audio” and 
than click on the “Set 
Default” button.

Notes: 1. When the McIntosh USB Audio Product is 

not connected to 
your computer, 
the previous 
default Audio 
Device will be 
selected.

2. If other McIn-
tosh Products 
with USB Audio 
Connections are 
also connected 
to the computer, an additional “McIntosh 
USB Audio” playback device will appear in 
the listing. Make sure to select the “McIn-
tosh-HD HS USB Audio” from available 
playback devices listed when using this 
McIntosh Product for USB Audio.

Control Panel Settings
To activate the McIntosh-HD USB Audio Control 
Panel Click on the “McIntosh Icon” (located in the 
Windows notification area on the right side of the 
taskbar) or click on the Windows “Show hidden 
icons”, then select the “McIntosh Icon”. Refer to fig-
ures 103 and 104.

Notes: 1. It is not necessary for the McIntosh-HD USB 
Audio Control Panel to be running, unless it is 
desired to make changes to the default settings.

2. The McIntosh-HD USB Audio Control Panel 
displays the cur-
rent Sampling 
Rate, Bit-Rate 
and Buffer Size 
for the music 
streaming from 
the computer 
into the C52.

Figure 103
Figure 104

Figure 98

Figure 99

Figure 100

Figure 101

Figure 102
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3. When the Media Stream Program on the com-
puter is set to output in the “ASIO” format, the 
McIntosh -HD USB Audio Control Panel allows 
for changing the settings parameters on the fly. 

USB Music Playback
When the USB Input is selected on the McIntosh 
C52, the Front Panel Display indicates the Sampling 
Rate (refer to figures 105 and 106 for PCM Signals). 

Figures 107 and 108 indicate a Sampling Rate of 128 
or 256 times the Sampling Rate of a CD Disc for the 
incoming DSD Digital Audio Signal.

The Sampling Rate and the Bit Rate are determined by 
the original recording, the Application Output Format 
(when available) and the McIntosh-HD Control Panel 
Settings.

Note: In general, when the original music is recorded 
at a higher Sampling Rate, the result is usually 
more detail in the music. However, this higher 
rate results in consuming larger amounts of stor-

Figure 105

   INPUT: USB
      46%      44.1kHz

Figure 106

   INPUT: USB
      51%    352.8kHz

Figure 107

   INPUT: USB
      46%       DSD128

Figure 108

   INPUT: USB
      51%       DSD256

age space. The Sample Rate usually should be set 
to match the Sample Rate of the music recording 
being played back.

There are many third party Applications (besides Ap-
plications like Windows Media Player) for steaming 
music from the computer to McIntosh C52 USB Input. 
An example of just one of the available applications is 
“JRiver Media Center”.

Reset of Microprocessors
In the unlikely event the controls of the C52 stop func-
tioning, the microprocessors can be reset by perform-
ing the following:
1. Press and hold in the STANDBY/ON Push-button 

until the LED above the STANDBY/ON Push-
button illumination is extinguished. Then release 
the STANDBY/ON Push-button.

2. To switch the C52 back On, press the STANDBY/
ON Push-button.
Note: This can be performed with the C52 On or in the 

Standby Mode.
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Specifications

Specifications

Frequency Response
+0, -0.5dB from 20Hz to 20,000Hz
+0, -3dB from 15Hz to 100,000Hz

Total Harmonic Distortion
0.003% from 20Hz to 20,000Hz

Rated Output
2.5V Unbalanced, 5V Balanced (Main)
450mV (Fixed Output) 

Maximum Voltage Output
8V RMS Unbalanced, 16V RMS Balanced

Sensitivity (for rated output)
High Level, 450mV Unbalanced, 900mV Balanced
Phono MM, 4.5mV
Phono MC, 0.45mV

Signal To Noise Ratio (A-Weighted)
High Level - 100dB (Below rated output)
MM Phono - 82dB (Below 5mV input)
MC Phono - 80dB (Below 0.5mV input)

Equalizer Controls

Input Impedance
High Level - 22K ohms Unbalanced
                      44k ohms Balanced
Phono MM - 50 to 800pF, in 50pF steps;
                      47K ohms
Phono MC - 25, 50, 100, 200, 400 or 1,000 ohms;
                    100pF

Maximum Input Signal
High Level, 5V Unbalanced, 10V Balanced
Phono MM, 50mV
Phono MC, 5mV

Voltage Gain
High Level to Fixed Output: 0dB
High Level to Main Output: 15dB
Phono MM to Record Output: 40dB
Phono MC to Record Output: 60dB

Output Impedance
100 ohms Unbalanced
200 ohms Balanced

Headphone Load Impedance
100 ohms to 600 ohms

Digital Input Sample Rates
Optical: PCM - 16Bit, 24Bit - 32kHz to 192kHz
Coaxial: PCM -16Bit, 24Bit - 32kHz to 192kHz
MCT: PCM, SACD, -16Bit, 24Bit - 32kHz to 192kHz
USB:	 PCM - 16Bit, 24Bit, 32Bit - 32kHz to 384kHz
	 DXD - DXD352.8kHz, DXD384kHz
	 DSD - DSD64, DSD128, DSD256

Power Control and Trigger Output
12VDC, 25mA

Power Requirements
Field AC Voltage conversion of the C52 is not pos-
sible. The C52 is factory configured for one of the 
following AC Voltages:
100 Volts, 50/60Hz at 30 watts
110 Volts, 50/60Hz at 30 watts
120 Volts, 50/60Hz at 30 watts
220 Volts, 50/60Hz at 30 watts
230 Volts, 50/60Hz at 30 watts
240 Volts, 50/60Hz at 30 watts
Standby Power, less than 0.5 watts

Note: Refer to the rear panel of the C52 for the correct 
voltage.

Overall Dimensions
Width is 17-1/2 inches (44.45cm)
Height is 7-5/8 inches (19.37cm) including feet
Depth is 18 inches (45.72cm) including the Front 
Panel, Knobs and Cables

Weight
27.5 pounds (12.5 kg) net, 43 pounds (19.5 kg) in ship-
ping carton

Shipping Carton Dimensions
Width is 27 inches (68.6cm)
Height is 14 inches (35.6cm)
Depth is 25 inches (63.5cm)
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Packing Instructions

Packing Instructions

In the event it is necessary to repack the equipment for 
shipment, the equipment must be packed exactly as 
shown below. It is very important that the four plas-
tic feet are attached to the bottom of the equipment. 
This will ensure the proper equipment location on the 
bottom pad. Failure to do this will result in shipping 
damage.
Use the original shipping carton and interior parts 
only if they are all in good serviceable condition. If 
a shipping carton or any of the interior part(s) are 
needed, please call or write Customer Service Depart-
ment of McIntosh Laboratory. Refer to page 3. Please 
see the Part List for the correct part numbers.

	Quantity	 Part Number	 Description
	 1	 033888	 Shipping carton only
	 4	 033887	 End cap	

	 1	 033697	 Inside carton only
	 1	 034414	 Top pad (foam)
	 1	 034301	 Bottom pad

	 4	 017937	 Plastic foot
	 4	 400159	 #10-32 x 3/4” screw
	 4	 404080	 #10-7/16” Flat washer

(         )
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